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Dear Minister,

I am writing regarding the Government’s plans for a combined authority with a directly elected
mayor for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. The four local authorities of Hampshire, Isle of
Wight, Southampton and Portsmouth have signed up to the Government’s “priority” scheme,
although not without some controversy in the case of the Isle of Wight. You recently wrote to
Isle of Wight Council Leader, Phil Jordan, encouraging him to engage with MPs but so far the
engagement has been limited. | am therefore writing to set out my position as MP for Isle of
Wight East having undertaken my own survey of local residents who, so far, have not been
given a proper say about this significant proposal concerning the way in which we are

governed.

In short, we do not want an off-the-shelf mayor proposal from Government which does not
work for the very unique circumstances on the Isle of Wight. We are the only two
constituencies in England unconnected to the UK mainland. Our reliance on unregulated,
private equity companies for getting on and off the Island (which can see a return car ferry
crossing top £400), together with social deprivation figures which puts the East Wight as the
second most “left-behind” constituency (according the recent report from the Independent
Commission on Neighbourhoods) should be enough alone to make our case for exceptional
circumstances but there are many more good reasons.

Without a unique, negotiated settlement for the Island, we will continue to be an afterthought
to decision makers focused on a much bigger area on the mainland. | am therefore asking you
to accept the following red line asks in the ongoing negotiations:

1. All existing powers of the Isle of Wight Council powers should remain on the Isle
of Wight with no powers transferred up to a combined mainland Mayor. There is
ambiguity in the current white paper, e.g. in relation to planning. The Isle of Wight
(through its own stand-alone unitary authority) must retain responsibility to decide how
many houses we build and where, not a mainland-based Mayor.

2. Any Mayor must have regulatory powers over cross-Solent transport operators.
The Government’s own consultation document contained 1,000 words on transport for
our area and specifically references better connecting the Isle of Wight by road, rail and
bus but did not make a single mention of ferries or crossing the Solent. The proposal
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must contain specific new powers for the Mayor or Government over ferry operators
which are currently wholly privately owned and unregulated unlike essential public
transport in the rest of the UK.

3. Any proposal for a combined authority with a joint Mayor should be called
“Hampshire and Isle of Wight” not “Hampshire and Solent” as currently
proposed. The Isle of Wight is not the Solent. Nobody lives in the Solent because it is
a body of water. The Isle of Wight must be recognised in name, just as it is with the
police authority, fire and rescue, NHS, and a whole range of Island/mainland
organisations.

4. A separate Mayor for the Isle of Wight should be on the negotiating table. The
White Paper refers to the possibility of making a case for exceptional circumstances so
that a Mayor could represent a substantially smaller population than 2 million
people. The Isle of Wight contains the only two constituencies in England unconnected
to the UK mainland which is the very definition of exceptional. The four authorities
have agreed the case for exceptional circumstances for the Isle of Wight Council
remaining stand-alone, so the same argument applies for negotiating a standalone
Mayor. That way we will get our own ringfenced funds, which recognises our unique
position of disadvantage, which cannot be raided or watered down by mainland
priorities.

5. No Mayor without a vote. No mayoral combined authority should be imposed on the
Isle of Wight without residents having a say about this key change to the way we are
governed. No councillor elected in 2021 has a mandate to make this far-reaching
decision that cannot be reversed. Either a referendum, or fresh local elections must be
held before we make a final decision on any mayor deal that has been negotiated.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

ju Qs

Joe Robertson MP

cc. leaders and chief executives of Isle of Wight Council, Hampshire County Council,
Southampton City Council and Portsmouth City Council.
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